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Where Wisdom Begins

2 Chronicles 1:7-12 (NKJV)

On that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, “Ask! What shall | give you?”
And Solomon said to God: “You have shown great mercy to David my father, and have
made me king in his place. Now, O LORD God, let Your promise to David my father be
established, for You have made me king over a people like the dust of the earth in
multitude. Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that | may go out and come in before
this people; for who can judge this great people of Yours?” Then God said to Solomon:
“Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked riches or wealth or honor or
the life of your enemies, nor have you asked long life—but have asked wisdom and
knowledge for yourself, that you may judge My people over whom | have made you
king— wisdom and knowledge are granted to you; and | will give you riches and wealth
and honor, such as none of the kings have had who were before you, nor shall any after
you have the like.”

Wisdom: Knowledge, either gained through study, discernment or experience,
combined with the ability to apply that knowledge properly.

Proverbs 3:13-18 (NKJV)

Happy is the man who finds wisdom, And the man who gains understanding; 14 For her
proceeds are better than the profits of silver, And her gain than fine gold. 15 She is
more precious than rubies, And all the things you may desire cannot compare with her.
16 Length of days is in her right hand, In her left hand riches and honor. 17 Her ways
are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to those
who take hold of her, And happy are all who retain her.

Wisdom is the first thing we should seek, just as with Solomon.

Proverbs 9:10 (NKJV)
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding.



Fear of the Lord: awesome reverence of God (not a cowering dread fear).

Psalm 36:1-4 (NKJV)

An oracle within my heart concerning the transgression of the wicked: There is no fear
of God before his eyes. For he flatters himself in his own eyes, When he finds out his
iniquity and when he hates. The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit; He has
ceased to be wise and to do good. He devises wickedness on his bed; He sets himself
in a way that is not good; He does not abhor evil.

The Four Ingredients to the Fear of God
1. Understanding God’s Intimate Presence, Knowledge, and Power

Psalm 16:8 (NKJV)
| have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my
right hand | shall not be moved.

Romans 1:22-32 (NKJV)

Professing to be wise, they became fools and changed the glory of the incorruptible
God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and
creeping things. Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their
hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for
the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen. For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their
women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men
committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error
which was due. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God
gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being filled
with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness;
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, backbiters,
haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,
undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, knowing the
righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death,
not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NKJV)

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons
of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting
down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,...



2. Understanding the Absolute Certainty of Consequences

Galatians 6:7-8 (NKJV)

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also
reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

Proverbs 22:15 (NKJV)
Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of correction will drive it far from
him.

Proverbs 22:3 (NKJV)
A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, But the simple pass on and are
punished.

3. Respecting the Reality of Evil and the Destructive Nature of the Devil

Proverbs 8:13 (NKJV)
The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way and the
perverse mouth | hate.

1 Peter 5:8 (NKJV)
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour.

John 10:10 (NKJV)
The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. | have come that
they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

Romans 6:23 (NKJV)
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

4. Believing in God’s Love and Desire to Bless and Protect Us

Psalm 19:7-11 (NKJV)

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple; The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; The fear of the LORD is
clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than



honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping
them there is great reward.

Psalm 91:1-8 (NKJV)

He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty. | will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him | will
trust.” Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler And from the perilous
pestilence. He shall cover you with His feathers, And under His wings you shall take
refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler. You shall not be afraid of the terror by
night, Nor of the arrow that flies by day, Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness,
Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday. A thousand may fall at your side, And
ten thousand at your right hand; But it shall not come near you. Only with your eyes
shall you look, And see the reward of the wicked.

Psalm 91:14-16 (NKJV)

Because he has set his love upon Me,

therefore | will deliver him;l will set him on high, because he has known My name. 15
He shall call upon Me, and | will answer him; | will be with him in trouble; | will deliver
him and honor him. 16 With long life | will satisfy him, And show him My salvation.”

Matthew 23:37-39 (NKJV)

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who Kills the prophets and stones those who are sent
to her! How often | wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you were not willing! See! Your house is left to you desolate; for |
say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, “Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord!”



