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Loved and Provided For

The Sign: Feeding the 5,000 Men — Jesus Provides Abundantly

John 6:1-14 (NLT)

After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also known as the
Sea of Tiberias. A huge crowd kept following him wherever he went because they saw
his miraculous signs as he healed the sick. Then Jesus climbed a hill and sat down
with his disciples around him. (It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration.)
Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him. Turning to Philip, he
asked, “Where can we buy bread to feed all these people?” He was testing Philip, for
he already knew what he was going to do.

Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, we wouldn’t have enough money to feed
them!”

Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up.“There’s a young boy here with five
barley loaves and two fish. But what good is that with this huge crowd?”

“Tell everyone to sit down,” Jesus said. So they all sat down on the grassy slopes.
(The men alone numbered about 5,000.) Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to
God, and distributed them to the people. Afterward, he did the same with the fish. And
they all ate as much as they wanted. After everyone was full, Jesus told his disciples,
“Now gather the leftovers, so that nothing is wasted.” So they picked up the pieces and
filled twelve baskets with scraps left by the people who had eaten from the five barley
loaves.

When the people saw him do this miraculous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely, he is the
Prophet we have been expecting!”

1. Am | focused on my scarcity or trusting Jesus’ provision?

The | Am Statement: “I Am the Good Shepherd”’— Jesus Cares for Our Every
Need



John 10:11-16 (NLT)

| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. A hired
hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the sheep because they
don’t belong to him, and he isn’t their shepherd. And so the wolf attacks them and
scatters the flock. The hired hand runs away because he’s working only for the money
and doesn’t really care about the sheep.

| am the good shepherd; | know my own sheep, and they know me, just as my Father
knows me and | know the Father. So, | sacrifice my life for the sheep. | have other
sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. | must bring them also. They will listen to my
voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd.

Matthew 5:3 (NLT)
God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of
Heaven is theirs.

2. Are you listening to His voice and following His leading, or are you trying to
go your own way?

The Discourse: Jesus is The Light of the World — He Leads Us Out of Darkness
into the Light

John 8:12-30 (NLT)

Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you
follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness because you will have the light that
leads to life.”

The Pharisees replied, “You are making those claims about yourself! Such testimony is
not valid.”

Jesus told them, “These claims are valid even though | make them about myself. For |
know where | came from and where | am going, but you don’t know this about me. You
judge me by human standards, but | do not judge anyone.

And if | did, my judgment would be correct in every respect because | am not alone.
The Father who sent me is with me. Your own law says that if two people agree about
something, their witness is accepted as fact. | am one witness, and my Father who



sent me is the other.”

“Where is your father?” they asked.

Jesus answered, “Since you don’t know who | am, you don’t know who my Father is. If
you knew me, you would also know my Father.” Jesus made these statements while
he was teaching in the section of the Temple known as the Treasury. But he was not
arrested because his time had not yet come.

Later, Jesus said to them again, “I am going away. You will search for me but will die in
your sin. You cannot come where | am going.”

The people asked, “Is he planning to commit suicide? What does he mean, ‘You
cannot come where | am going’?”

Jesus continued, “You are from below; | am from above. You belong to this world; | do
not. That is why | said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that | Am
who | claim to be, you will die in your sins.”

“Who are you?” they demanded.

Jesus replied, “The one | have always claimed to be. | have much to say about you
and much to condemn, but | won’t. For | say only what | have heard from the one who
sent me, and he is completely truthful.” But they still didn’t understand that he was
talking about his Father.

So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man on the cross, then you will
understand that | Am he. | do nothing on my own but say only what the Father taught
me. And the one who sent me is with me—he has not deserted me. For | always do
what pleases him.” Then many who heard him say these things believed in him.

3. Where in your life do you need Jesus’ light to guide you?



