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Being a Disciple of Jesus 
 
Acts 1:1–8 (NLT) 
 In my first book, I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach 
until the day he was taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further 
instructions through the Holy Spirit. During the forty days after he suffered and died, he 
appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that 
he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God.  Once when 
he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the 
Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. John baptized with water, 
but in just a few days, you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come 
for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?”  
He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they 
are not for you to know. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Acts 2:1–6 (NLT) 
On the day of Pentecost, all the believers were meeting together in one place. 
Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and 
it filled the house where they were sitting.Then, what looked like flames or tongues of 
fire appeared and settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this 
ability.  
 At that time, there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. When they 
heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their 
own languages being spoken by the believers. 
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Acts 2:36–41 (NLT) 
So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah! 
Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?”  
Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far away—
all who have been called by the Lord our God.” Then Peter continued preaching for a 
long time, strongly urging all his listeners, “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation!”  
Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—
about 3,000 [men] in all. 

 
Matthew 28:18–20 (NLT) 
Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on 
earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all 
the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” 

 
Ephesians 4:11–13 (NLT) 
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people 
to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This will continue until we all 
come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in 
the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. 

 

The Church exists to equip God’s people to do the work of Jesus, which is 
making disciples. 
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Discipleship Steps 
 

1. Saved 
 
Jesus, the son of God, left heaven and became a man. He lived a perfect life; yet, he 
chose to die a sinner’s death in our place. He rose again on the third day, proving He is 
the son of God. And all who put their faith in Him are spiritually reborn, forgiven of all 
sins, receive eternal life, and have access to God’s Kingdom realm. 

 
Romans 10:9–10 (NLT) 
 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made 
right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved. 

 

2. Water Baptized 

 
Romans 6:3–4 (NLT)  
Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we 
joined him in his death?  For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also 
may live new lives. 

 

3. Holy Spirit Activated 

 
Luke 11:13 (NLT) 
So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him. 
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4. Healed & Set Free 

 
Ephesians 6:12–13 (NLT)  
 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and 
authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against 
evil spirits in the heavenly places. Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you 
will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be 
standing firm. 

 

5. In Community 

 
Hebrews 10:24–25 (NLT) 
Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us 
not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, 
especially now that the day of his return is drawing near. 

 

6. Contributing 
 
Acts 20:35 (NLT) 
You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” 

 

2 Corinthians 9:6–7 (NLT) 
 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the 
one who plants generously will get a generous crop. You must each decide in your 
heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God 
loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 
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7. Growing Personally 

 

Hebrews 6:1–2 (NLT)  
So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go 
on instead and become mature in our understanding. Surely we don’t need to start 
again with the fundamental importance of repenting from evil deeds and placing our 
faith in God. You don’t need further instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, 
the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 

 

Hebrews 6:7–12 (NLT) 
 When the ground soaks up the falling rain and bears a good crop for the farmer, it has 
God’s blessing. But if a field bears thorns and thistles, it is useless. The farmer will 
soon condemn that field and burn it. Dear friends, even though we are talking this way, 
we really don’t believe it applies to you. We are confident that you are meant for better 
things, things that come with salvation. For God is not unjust. He will not forget how 
hard you have worked for him and how you have shown your love to him by caring for 
other believers, as you still do. Our great desire is that you will keep on loving others 
as long as life lasts, in order to make certain that what you hope for will come 
true. Then you will not become spiritually dull and indifferent. Instead, you will follow 
the example of those who are going to inherit God’s promises because of their faith 
and endurance. 

 

8. Reproducing 

 

 


