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Loved and Made New

John 12:12-16 (NLT)

The next day, the news that Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem swept through the
city. A large crowd of Passover visitors took palm branches and went down the road to
meet him. They shouted, “Praise God! [Hosanna — Save Now!] Blessings on the one
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hail to the King of Israel!”

Jesus found a young donkey and rode on it, fulfilling the prophecy that said: “Don’t be
afraid, people of Jerusalem. Look, your King is coming, riding on a donkey’s colt.”

His disciples didn’t understand at the time that this was a fulfillment of prophecy. But
after Jesus entered into his glory, they remembered what had happened and realized
that these things had been written about him.

The Sign: Raising Lazarus from the Dead — Jesus’ Love Resurrects!

John 11:1-8 (NLT)

A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary and Martha.
This is the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume on the Lord’s feet and wiped
them with her hair. Her brother, Lazarus, was sick. So the two sisters sent a message
to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is very sick.”

But when Jesus heard about it, he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No, it
happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will receive glory from this.” So,
although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, he stayed where he was for the next
two days. Finally, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.”

But his disciples objected. “Rabbi,” they said, “only a few days ago the people in Judea
were trying to stone you. Are you going there again?”



John 11:16-19 (NLT)

Thomas, nicknamed the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let’s go, too—and die with
Jesus.”

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been in his
grave for four days. Bethany was only a few miles down the road from Jerusalem, and
many of the people had come to console Martha and Mary in their loss. ...

John 11:33-39 (NLT)

When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a deep anger
welled up within him, and he was deeply troubled. “Where have you put him?” he
asked them.

They told him, “Lord, come and see.” Then Jesus wept. The people who were standing
nearby said, “See how much he loved him!” But some said, “This man healed a blind
man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?”

Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled across its
entrance. “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them.

Genesis 2:15-17 (NLT)

The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. But the
Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden—except
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.”

Romans 6:23 (NLT)
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Genesis 3:4-5 (NLT)
“You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. “God knows that your eyes will be
opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.”

John 11:41-44 (NLT)

So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father,
thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but | said it out loud for the sake of all
these people standing here, so that they will believe you sent me.” Then Jesus
shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” And the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound
in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let
him go!”



1. Just as Lazarus was “made new” in his resurrection, all who put their faith in
Jesus will also be “made new” in Him.

The | Am Statement: “I Am the True Grapevine” — In Jesus We Find New Life.

John 15:1-5 (NLT)

| am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch of
mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they
will produce even more. You have already been pruned and purified by the message |
have given you. Remain in me, and | will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce
fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.
Yes, | am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and | in them, will
produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.

2. Receiving Jesus makes us “katharos” — clean and free of sin and guilt. He
makes us completely new.

The Discourse: Jesus’ Trial Before Pilate — Jesus Testifies to Absolute Truth.

John 18:33-38 (NLT)

Then Pilate went back into his headquarters and called for Jesus to be brought to him.
“Are you the king of the Jews?” he asked him.

Jesus replied, “Is this your own question, or did others tell you about me?”

“Am | a Jew?” Pilate retorted. “Your own people and their leading priests brought you
to me for trial. Why? What have you done?”

Jesus answered, “My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom. If it were, my followers would
fight to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish leaders. But my Kingdom is not
of this world.”

Pilate said, “So you are a king?”

Jesus responded, “You say | am a king. Actually, | was born and came into the world to
testify to the truth. All who love the truth recognize that what | say is true.”

“What is truth?” Pilate asked.

John 18:37 (NLT)
Actually, | was born and came into the world to testify to the truth. All who love the truth
recognize that what | say is true.”



3. Surrendering to Jesus means accepting His truth — a truth that remakes us.



