UR ∑MPOWERED
UR ∑MPOWERED TO SHINE BRIGHT
Matthew 5:13-16
“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make
it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. 14 You are the
light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp
and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light
to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to
see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.
Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and
empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over
the surface of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
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And God saw that the light was good. Then he separated the light from the darkness.
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God called the light “day” and the darkness “night.” And evening passed and morning

came, marking the first day.
Genesis 1:14-19
Then God said, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate the day from the night. Let them
be signs to mark the seasons, days, and years. 15 Let these lights in the sky shine down
on the earth.” And that is what happened. 16 God made two great lights—the larger one
to govern the day, and the smaller one to govern the night. He also made the stars.
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God set these lights in the sky to light the earth, 18 to govern the day and night, and to

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And evening
passed and morning came, marking the fourth day.

KEYS TO SHINING BRIGHT
1. Walk with the Light

John 1:1-5
In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, and
nothing was created except through him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was
created, and his life brought light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness can never extinguish it.

John 8:12
Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow
me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to
life.”

2. Love with Abandon
John 15:9-13
“I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10 When you
obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s
commandments and remain in his love. 11 I have told you these things so that you will be
filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 12 This is my commandment: Love each
other in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is no greater love than to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends.

3. Be an Ambassador
2 Corinthians 5:18-21
And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And
God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ,
reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he
gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors;
God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back

to God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that
we could be made right with God through Christ.

4. Let Your Light Shine
2 Corinthians 4:5-7
You see, we don’t go around preaching about ourselves. We preach that Jesus Christ is
Lord, and we ourselves are your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let
there be light in the darkness,” has made this light shine in our hearts so we could know
the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 We now have this light shining
in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great treasure.
This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from ourselves.

